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Abstract— The integrated sensing and communication (ISAC)
refers to the integration of radio sensing and wireless communi-
cations to realize the multiplexing of space, time, and frequency
resources. In the sixth generation (6G) wireless networks, ISAC
is considered as one of the most promising technologies. In this
paper, a novel ISAC channel model combining forward and back-
ward scattering is proposed. In addition to the non-stationarity
caused by motions, the correlations between sensing and com-
munication channels are investigated. The channel characteristics
of sensing such as forward scattering and backward scattering
are introduced into the communication channel model. Utilizing
the correlations between sensing and communication channels,
the communication channel model is divided into line-of-sight
(LOS), forward scattering, and backward scattering components.
These three components are summed according to probability
weighting to obtain a more accurate channel model for sensing
assisted communication systems. Moreover, important statistical
properties of the proposed ISAC channel model are derived
and simulated. The analytical and simulation results match well,
demonstrating the correctness of derivations and simulations.
Some derived/simulated statistical properties are verified by
corresponding measurement data, which indicates the utility of
the proposed ISAC channel model.

Index Terms— 6G, ISAC channel model, non-stationary, for-
ward scattering, backward scattering.
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I. INTRODUCTION

WITH the rapid development of wireless communication
technologies, the fifth generation (5G) communication

networks have been deployed and commercialized worldwide.
The research on the sixth generation (6G) wireless networks
has started with more requirements. For example, it can
be used to map between the virtual and physical worlds,
and further realize the intelligence and automation of the
system [1], [2], [3]. In order to meet requirements of 6G,
the wireless system needs to implement accurate sensing and
wide coverage communication in the same system [4], [5],
[6], [7], [8], [9]. With the demand of higher data rate, wire-
less communication systems need to deploy higher frequency
bands [10], [11], [12], [13], which may overlap with the
frequency bands traditionally used by radar systems [14], [15],
[16]. In addition, wireless communication and sensing are
similar in hardware, signal processing, and network architec-
ture aspects [17], [18], [19], [20]. The similarities of these
two systems provide the possibility for the emergence of
integrated sensing and communication (ISAC) technologies.
ISAC refers to the integration of communication and radio
sensing to realize the multiplexing of time-frequency and
space resources [21]. The purpose of ISAC is to achieve
high-precision sensing while communicating with high quality,
and the mutual benefit between the two functions will thus be
realized [22], [23].

Most of the existing studies on ISAC systems have been
focused on the transmission waveform or frame structure
design, beamforming, and signal processing algorithms. The
research on these aspects of ISAC system were carried out
in [24], [25], [26], [27], [28], [29], and [30]. The authors
in [24] used the method of minimizing the lower bound of
joint delay and Doppler estimation to optimise orthogonal
frequency-division multiplexing (OFDM) waveform, and both
mono-static sensing and communication sub-systems were
considered. Sensing information of the target can be repre-
sented by a two-way attenuation constant, delay, and Doppler
shift of the target. For the communication subsystem, only
a brief description was given in the paper, which considered
the attenuation, delay, and Doppler shift of the paths, other
than the correlation between these two subsystems. In [25],
a beamforming method for ISAC multiple-input multiple-
output (MIMO) system was formulated. The communication
channels of different users were considered to be independent
of each other. The mono-static sensing channels were divided
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into point target and extended target channels, wherein the
extended target channel was composed of the summation of
many point targets. In [26], an integrated system model of
millimeter wave (mmWave) vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V) commu-
nication and radar based on IEEE 802.11ad was proposed.
Both sensing and communication channels were modeled. The
communication channel model was a time-invariant frequency-
flat Rician channel, while the radar channel using the time- and
frequency-selective model. The waveform design of mmWave
ISAC system was studied in [27], including the radar-centric,
communication-centric, and joint-coding cases. The channel
models for communication and sensing were also considered.
The communication channel was modeled as a line-of-sight
(LOS) channel with delay taps, and the radar channel was
modeled as time- and frequency-selective after exploiting
beamforming at transmitter (Tx) and receiver (Rx) sides.
In [28] and [29], the method of beam training, beam track-
ing, and beam prediction for vehicular network combining
both radar and communication functions were investigated.
A mono-static sensing subsystem model, including radar cross
section (RCS), round-trip path loss, round-trip delay, and
Doppler frequency. A communication subsystem model, rep-
resented by beamformer and steering vectors, was considered.
Simulation results showed that the performance of sensing
and communication can both be improved by beamforming
method. In [30], a waveform optimization method was pro-
posed to improve the mutual information of the ISAC system.
The communication channel was assumed to be flat fading
with coefficients following Gaussian distributions. The radar
channel model was composed of RCS and Doppler shift. How-
ever, the above studies lack of details on the channel model.
Meanwhile, one of the most important research scenarios for
the ISAC system is vehicle-to-everything (V2X) [15], [31],
[32], [33], which requires further studies of channel model
and characteristics.

On the other hand, V2X communication channel models
were studied in [34], [35], [36], [37], [38], and [12]. The
authors in [12] proposed a 6G pervasive channel model
(6GPCM), which can support all-spectrum, full-application
scenarios, and global coverage scenarios. The non-stationarity
caused by the motion of Tx, Rx, and clusters was considered
in the 6GPCM. The authors in [34] proposed a non-stationary
wideband MIMO channel model supporting the V2X scenario,
in which the mobile terminal and clusters can move at arbitrary
velocities and directions. A general three-dimensional (3D)
non-stationary 5G geometry-based stochastic model (GBSM)
was proposed in [35], where V2V, high-speed train (HST),
and massive MIMO were considered in the channel model.
In [36], a WINNER+ based 3D non-stationary wideband
MIMO GBSM was proposed, in which the movements of Rx
and clusters were considered, and the channel model was sup-
ported with measurements. In [37], a non-stationary geometry-
based scattering V2V MIMO channel model was proposed.
In [38], a novel 3D non-stationary GBSM was proposed,
V2V, HST, massive MIMO, and mmWave-terahertz (THz)
were considered, and verified by measurement data. However,
current studies on channel model do not take the sensing

function into account. A novel ISAC channel model shall be
developed to simultaneously include both communication and
sensing channels. In addition to considering the non-stationary
feature of the communication channel itself, characteristics of
the sensing channel such as forward scattering and backward
scattering [39] are also required to be introduced. Sensing
can be divided into forward scattering sensing and backward
scattering sensing. Forward scattering refers to those with
the scattering angle less than 90◦ relative to the incident
direction of electromagnetic wave. Otherwise, referred to as
backward scattering. In other words, the scatterers detected
by a mono-static sensing channel can all be considered as
backward scattering. In this paper, we use the mono-static
sensing method, in which the backscatter sensing is used to
obtain the information of the scatterer, such as the distances,
angles, and motion parameters to improve the communica-
tion channel model. Utilizing the correlation between the
sensing and the communication channels, a more precise
communication channel model within the ISAC system can be
established.

As far as the authors are aware, a channel model that
considers both sensing and communication functions as well as
their correlation has not been proposed before in the literature.
A novel 6G ISAC channel model combining both forward and
backward scattering is hence proposed and investigated for the
first time in this paper. The main novelties and contributions
of the paper are listed as follows.

1) A novel 6G ISAC channel model combining forward and
backward scattering is first proposed. The proposed ISAC
channel model with an improved accuracy consists of two
parts, i.e., a sensing channel model and a communication
channel model. The non-stationarity in the time domain
caused by the movements of clusters and Rx is considered
in the proposed model as well.

2) Different from other models, the communication chan-
nel model within the proposed ISAC channel model
includes both forward scattering and backward scattering
components in its non-line-of-sight (NLOS) paths. The
two components are first multiplied/weighted by their
probabilities and then summed to obtain the NLOS paths.

3) Statistical properties of the proposed ISAC channel model
are investigated, including spatial cross-correlation func-
tion (CCF), temporal autocorrelation function (ACF),
local temporal-Doppler power spectral density (PSD),
local Doppler spread, root mean square delay spread
(RMS DS), stationary distance, and coherence band-
width. To illustrate the validity of the proposed
channel model, we will compare measurements with
simulation data.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows.
The novel 6G ISAC channel model combining forward and
backward scattering is proposed in Section II. Section III
derives the essential statistical properties of the theoretical
channel model. Results and analysis of channel statistics are
presented in Section IV. Finally, conclusions are drawn in
Section V.
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Fig. 1. The ISAC system model.

II. A NOVEL 6G ISAC GBSM

A novel 6G ISAC GBSM is proposed in this section. The
ISAC system model is shown in Fig. 1. Tx is an ISAC base
station (BS), and it can perform as a mono-static system
realizing the signals transmission and backward scattering
echo sensing signals reception. The ISAC BS serves the Rx,
which can move with arbitrary velocity and trajectory, and
the Rx is regarded as not only the sensing target but also the
mobile user. The geometrical diagram of the ISAC channel
model is presented in Fig. 2. The transmitting antenna array of
ISAC BS is composed of MT antennas, the antenna elements
are equally spaced as δT . The transmit antenna array can be
used to transmit sensing signals and communication signals at
different time instants. The MS

R equally spaced δR
S receiving

antennas are used to receive the sensing echo signals. For
the convenience of calculation, we assume that the transmit
and receive arrays of the ISAC BS are both uniform linear
arrays (ULAs). Rx side is the communication terminal (also
the sensing target), which is also equipped with a ULA
composed of MC

R antenna elements with equal spacing δR
C .

In addition to transmit and receive antenna arrays, the most
important components in the channel model are clusters and
rays. Each ray can be characterized by the distance, azimuth
angle of departure (AAoD), elevation angle of departure
(EAoD), azimuth angle of arrival (AAoA), and elevation angle
of arrival (EAoA) parameters. The motion of the cluster can
be described by speed and travel angles. In both sensing and
communication subsystems, we have uniformly specified and
described these parameters, which will be explained in details.

For the sensing system, the pth (p = 1, . . ., MT ) transmit
antenna element and the uth (u = 1, . . . , MS

R) receive antenna
element of ISAC BS are AT

p and ARs
u , respectively. The

azimuth angle of the ISAC BS transmitting (receiving) antenna
array can be represented as β

T (Rs)
A in the x − y plane,

and β
T (Rs)
E is the elevation angle of ISA BS transmitting

(receiving) antenna array relative to x − y plane. Symbol
Cl denotes the cluster which can be sensed of the lth (l =
1, . . . , Ns

up(t)) path, and it can also be seen as a part of
surroundings sensing. The total number of paths between AT

p

and ARs
u at time t can be represented as Ns

up(t). A cluster
is the collection of scatterers with similar azimuth angles,
elevation angles, and distances relative to the ISAC BS (or
the Rx). The total number of scatterers in Cl is Kl. Symbols
v0 (t) and vl (t) represent the radial speeds relative to ISAC
BS of Rx and Cl at time instant t, respectively. The travel
azimuth angle and elevation angle of Cl are αl

A (t) and αl
E (t),

respectively. AAoD and EAoD of the kth (k = 1, . . . , Kl) ray
in Cl transmitted from AT

1 at initial time can be expressed as
θA,kl

, θE,kl
. Note that the transmitting and receiving arrays of

ISAC BS are very close to each other, so we can consider the
AAoD and EAoD are equal to AAoA and EAoA impinging
on ARs

1 at initial time, respectively. Similarly, we assume that
AAoD and EAoD of the path from transmit array of ISAC BS
to sensing target Rx are equal to AAoA and EAoA of the echo
path from Rx to receiving array of ISAC BS. Therefore, the
AAoD (AAoA) of path between ISAC BS and Rx and EAoD
(EAoA) can be indicated as θA,L and θE,L, respectively. D0 is
the distance from ISAC BS to Rx at initial time, and dl,k is
the distance from AT

1 to Cl via the kth ray.
For the communication system, since it shares the same

transmitting array with the sensing system, the pth transmit
antenna element at ISAC BS and the qth (q = 1, . . ., MC

R )
receive antenna element at Rx are AT

p and ARc
q , respec-

tively. The azimuth and elevation angles of Rx are βRc
A

and βRc
E , respectively. In the communication channel model,

it is assumed that there are multi-bounces between Tx and
Rx. For the forward scattering component, the nth (n =
1, . . ., N c

qp(t)) path between AT
p and ARc

q can be expressed as
the sum of AT

p to the first-bounce cluster CA
n , the last-bounce

cluster CZ
n to ARc

q , and the virtual link between CA
n and

CZ
n . The total number of paths between AT

p and ARc
q is

N c
qp(t). Similarly, the first-bounce cluster and the last-bounce

cluster of the lth (l = 1, . . . , Ns
qp(t)) path of backward

scattering component are CA
l and CZ

l , respectively. It can be
assumed that Ns

qp(t) = Ns
up(t). For the forward scattering and

backward scattering components, the distributions of clusters
are random in space and do not conform to any specific
geometric distribution. The speeds of the Rx, CA

n(l), and CZ
n(l)

relative to ISAC BS are vR (t), vAn(l) (t), and vZn(l) (t),
respectively. The travel azimuth (elevation) angles of Rx,
CA

n , CZ
n , CA

l , and CZ
l are denoted by αR

A(E) (t), αAn

A(E) (t),
αZn

A(E) (t), αAl

A(E) (t), and αZl

A(E) (t), respectively. The AAoD
(EAoD) of the mth (m = 1, . . . , Mn) ray in CA

n and the kth
(k = 1, . . . , Kl) ray in CA

l transmitted from AT
1 at initial

time are ϕT
A(E),mn

and ϕT
A(E),kl

, respectively. Symbols Mn

and Kl represent the total number of rays in CA
n of forward

scattering component and the total number of rays in CA
l

of backward scattering component, respectively. After that,
symbols ϕR

A,mn
(ϕR

A,kl
) and ϕR

E,mn
(ϕR

E,kl
) are the AAoA

and EAoA of the mth (kth) ray in CZ
n (CZ

l ) impinging on
ARc

1 at initial time, respectively. For the forward scattering
component, the distance from AT

1 (ARc
1 ) to CA

n (CZ
n ) via

the mth ray at initial time can be denoted by d
T (R)
mn . The

distance from AT
p (ARc

q ) to CA
n (CZ

n ) via the mth ray at time
instant t is denoted as dT

p,mn
(t) (dR

q,mn
(t)). Similarly, for the

backward scattering component, the distance from AT
1 (ARc

1 )
to CA

l (CZ
l ) via the kth ray at initial time can be denoted

by d
T (R)
kl

. The distance from AT
p (ARc

q ) to CA
l (CZ

l ) via the
kth ray at time instant t is denoted as dT

p,kl
(t) (dR

q,kl
(t)). The

AAoD, EAoD, AAoA, and EAoA of the LOS path at initial
time are denoted as ϕT

A,L, ϕT
E,L, ϕR

A,L, and ϕR
E,L, respectively.

Authorized licensed use limited to: Southeast University. Downloaded on January 22,2024 at 01:44:03 UTC from IEEE Xplore.  Restrictions apply. 



YANG et al.: NOVEL 6G ISAC CHANNEL MODEL COMBINING FORWARD AND BACKWARD SCATTERING 8053

Fig. 2. The ISAC channel model including LOS path, forward scattering paths, and backward scattering paths.

TABLE I
DEFINITIONS OF MAIN PARAMETERS OF SENSING CHANNEL

The distance from ISAC BS AT
1 to Rx ARc

1 is D0 at initial
time, and the distance from ISAC BS AT

p to Rx ARc
q is Dqp(t)

at time instant t. For convenience, the important parameters of
sensing and communication channel models mentioned above
are summarized in Table I and Table II, respectively.

The ISAC channel model needs to be divided into two
parts, i.e., the sensing channel model and the communication
channel model. The main difference between sensing channel
and communication channel is that in the former, there are
only LOS paths between ISAC BS and sensing objects. For
the communication channel, there are both LOS paths and
NLOS paths between ISAC BS and Rx. However, there are
still certain correlations between the sensing channel and com-
munication channel. The novel ISAC channel model proposed
in this paper utilizes the correlations between sensing and
communication, and reflects how the sensing assists the com-
munication channel modeling. In practical application, for the
communication with relatively long duration. It is necessary
to obtain parameters from the sensing channel time and again
during the communication process to ensure the accuracy
of the communication channel model. The sensing channel
should be modeled at the beginning to obtain the distances,
angles, and motion parameters of the communication user

and clusters in the environment, and these parameters are
used to model the initial communication channel. Then the
channel information can be sensed again after the time interval
∆Ts, and the communication channel can be updated with the
newly sensed parameters. To cycle this process and obtain the
channel of the whole communication period. For the reason
that the above process is a repeat of the same operation, that
is, to obtain the sensing information at first and then assist the
communication channel modeling by obtained parameters of
the sensing channel. We will describe in detail the sensing
channel modeling and how to use the sensing information
to model the communication channel at the initial time. The
channel impulse responses (CIRs) of sensing channel and
communication channel will be introduced in the next two
subsections, respectively.

A. Sensing CIR
In the (radar) sensing system, scattering can be divided

into forward scattering and backward scattering, on the basis
of the type of material used on the surface of the scatterers
and the difference of roughness. For the mono-static sensing
system which is used in this paper, only backward scattering
can provide the required sensing information, and only the
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TABLE II
DEFINITIONS OF MAIN PARAMETERS OF COMMUNICATION CHANNEL

backward scattering part is considered in the sensing CIR. The
sensing CIR can be divided into two parts, i.e., communication
terminal target sensing echo CIR and scatterers sensing echo
CIR in the environment, which are expressed as the first and
second terms to the right of (1). The sensing CIR can be
denoted as

hrad (t, τ) =
√

G0e
j2πfD0(t)tej2πfcτ0Arad (θA,L, θE,L)

× δ (τ − τ0) +
Ns

up(t)−1∑
l=1

Kl∑
k=1

√
Gl,kej2πfDl(t)t

× ej2πfcτl,kArad (θA,kl
, θE,kl

) · δ (τ − τl,k)
(1)

where fc is carrier frequency, G0 = λ2σRCS,0/
(
64π3D4

0

)
represents the large-scale channel gain between ISAC BS
and sensing target in radar system, and λ is the wavelength,
σRCS,0 is the RCS of sensing target, D0 is the distance
between ISAC BS and sensing target at initial time. Similarly,
Gl,k = λ2σRCS,l,k/

(
64π3d4

l,k

)
represents the large-scale

channel gain between ISAC BS and the kth scatterer in Cl,
σRCS,l,k is RCS of the kth scatterer, dl,k is the distance
between ISAC BS and the kth scatterer. Symbols τ0 = 2D0/c
and τl,k = 2dl,k/c are delays of the echo paths scattered by
sensing target and the kth scatterer, where c is the speed of
light. Doppler shift of the echo paths scattered by sensing
target and the cluster are fD0 (t) = 2v0 (t)/λ and fDl (t) =
2vl (t)/λ , respectively. It is important to note that the
distances of the echo paths are twice of distance between ISAC
BS and target or the scatterer. Symbols Arad (θA,L, θE,L) and
Arad (θA,kl

, θE,kl
) denote the product of the steering vectors

of transmit array and receive array of ISAC BS when it is used
as target and environmental cluster sensing, respectively. The

parameters which can be determined from the target sensing
channel are the distance D0, the delay τ0, the radial velocity
v0 (t), and the AAoD (AAoA) and EAoD (EAoA) of echo
path between Rx and ISAC BS, i.e., θA,L and θE,L. The
parameters which can be determined from the environmental
cluster sensing channel are the total number of backward
scattering clusters Ns

up(t), which can be sensed by mono-
static system, the distance dl,k, radial velocity vl (t), and angle
parameters θA,kl

(θE,kl
). Utilizing the information provided

by sensing channel, a more precise communication channel
model can be proposed.

B. Communication CIR
For the communication channel model, path loss PL,

shadowing SH , and small-scale fading should be consid-
ered. The complex channel matrix can be denoted by H =
[PL · SH]

1
2 Hs, where Hs =

[
hcom

qp (t, τ)
]
MC

R×MT
is com-

plex channel matrix of small-scale fading, and hcom
qp (t, τ) is

communication CIR between AT
p and ARc

q . The communica-
tion channel model proposed in this paper needs to be divided
into LOS and NLOS paths. On account of the addition of sens-
ing system, the NLOS paths are divided into forward scattering
paths and backward scattering paths. The mono-static sensing
system can only distinguish the scatterers which are backward
scattered, but the two kinds of scatterers are both existing
in communication channel model. For the purpose of making
the channel model proposed in this paper more general, it can
be reasonably assumed that the power transmitting for NLOS
component are departed into two parts, forward scattering
power and backward scattering power. The ratio of this two
parts power can be represented by the probabilities. The
forward scattering components include scatterers that cannot
be sensed. The parameters, such as angles, distances, and
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velocities, of these scatterers should be randomly generated.
The backward scattering components include all scatterers that
can be sensed by the sensing channel, and the parameters
of these scatterers can be provided directly by sensing sys-
tem. Since the LOS path is necessary between the sensing
object and the ISAC BS, for the paths with multi-bounce
clusters, only the information of the first-bounce clusters of
communication channel model on the ISAC BS side can be
sensed. So that the first-bounce clusters’ information of the
backward scattering paths in communication channel model
can be provided by the sensing. If the LOS path between
ISAC BS and Rx exists, the position and motion parameters
of Rx can also be determined by the sensing channel. This
also indicates the correlation between the sensing channel and
the communication channel.

The communication CIR hcom
qp (t, τ) can be obtained by

adding LOS, forward scattering, and backward scattering parts
in the way of probability weighted summation, and hcom

qp (t, τ)
can be calculated as

hcom
qp (t, τ)

= pL (t) ·
√

K

K + 1
hL

qp (t, τ)

+

√
1

K + 1

(
pf

N (t) · hNf
qp (t, τ) + pb

N (t) · hNb
qp (t, τ)

)
(2)

where pL(t), pf
N (t), and pb

N (t) are the probabilities of
LOS, forward scattering, and backward scattering components,
respectively, and K is Rician factor. For the probability of LOS
component, in the outdoor urban macro (UMa) scenario, it can
be denoted as [41]

pL (t)

=



1, D0 ≤ 18 m[
18
D0

+
(

1− 18
D0

)
exp

(
−D0

63

)]
·

[
1 + C ′ (hUE)

5
4

(
D0

100

)3

· exp
(
−D0

150

)]
, D0 > 18 m

(3)

where hUE is the height of communication terminal, and

C ′ (hUE) =


0, hUE ≤ 13 m(

hUE − 13
10

)1.5

, 13 m < hUE ≤ 23 m.

(4)

The probabilities of forward and backward scattering compo-
nents can be expressed as the proportion of forward scattering
and backward scattering paths to the total number of paths,
which are formulated as

pf
N (t) =

N c
qp (t) Mn

N c
qp (t) Mn + Ns

qp (t) Kl
(5)

pb
N (t) =

Ns
qp (t) Kl

N c
qp (t) Mn + Ns

qp (t) Kl
. (6)

The CIR of LOS component in (2) can be denoted as

hL
qp (t, τ) =

[
Fq,V

(
ϕR

E,L, ϕR
A,L

)
Fq,H

(
ϕR

E,L, ϕR
A,L

) ]T [
ejηV V

L 0
0 − ejηHH

L

]

·

[
Fp,V

(
ϕT

E,L, ϕT
A,L

)
Fp,H

(
ϕT

E,L, ϕT
A,L

) ]
ej2πfcτL

qp(t) · δ
(
τ − τL

qp (t)
)

(7)

where {·}T means transposition, Fp,V (H) and Fq,V (H) denote
the vertical (horizontal) polarization of antennas AT

p and ARc
q ,

respectively, ηV V
L and ηHH

L are the initial phases uniformly
distributed between (0, 2π], τL

qp (t) is the delay of LOS path
between AT

p and ARc
q at time t. The delay τL

qp (t) can be
calculated by the following formula as

τL
qp (t) = Dc

qp (t)
/
c (8)

where Dc
qp (t) =

∥∥∥D⃗c
qp (t)

∥∥∥ is the distance between AT
p and

ARc
q . It should be reminded that the sensing accuracy of the

sensing system is determined by many factors, including the
bandwidth and the size of antenna array. Therefore, without
losing generality, there are reasons to assume that the first
antenna element ARc

1 of Rx can be sensed by the sensing
system. The vector D⃗c

qp (t) can be written as

D⃗c
qp (t) = D⃗ + l⃗Rc

q − l⃗Tp +
∫ t

0

v⃗R (t) dt (9)

where D⃗ = [D0, 0, 0], the value of D0 can be provided by
sensing, l⃗Tp and l⃗Rc

q are antenna position vectors, i.e., the
vectors from AT

1 to AT
p and ARc

1 to ARc
q . The antenna position

vectors can be written as

l⃗Tp = δT
p

[
cos

(
βT

E

)
cos

(
βT

A

)
, cos

(
βT

E

)
sin

(
βT

A

)
, sin

(
βT

E

)]
(10)

l⃗Rc
q =δRc

q

[
cos

(
βRc

E

)
cos

(
βRc

A

)
,cos

(
βRc

E

)
sin

(
βRc

A

)
,sin

(
βRc

E

)]
(11)

where δT
p is the distance between AT

1 and AT
p , and δRc

q is the

distance between ARc
1 and ARc

q . They can be denoted as δT
p =

(p− 1) δT , δRc
q = (q − 1) δR

C . Note that the radial velocity
vector v⃗R (t) can be determined by sensing system, where the
radial velocity is vR (t) = v0 (t), and the travel angles of Rx
are equal to the angles of transmit beams of sensing system,
ϕT

A,L = θA,L and ϕT
E,L = θE,L. Therefore, the vector v⃗R (t)

can be calculated as

v⃗R (t)=vR(t)
[
cos

(
ϕT

E,L

)
cos

(
ϕT

A,L

)
, cos

(
ϕT

E,L

)
sin

(
ϕT

A,L

)
,

sin
(
ϕT

E,L

)]
=v0 (t)

[
cos

(
θE,L

)
cos

(
θA,L

)
, cos

(
θE,L

)
sin

(
θA,L

)
,

sin
(
θE,L

)]
. (12)

The distance Dc
qp (t) can be solved by∣∣Dc

qp (t)
∣∣2

=
[
D0 − cos

(
βT

A

)
cos

(
βT

E

)
δT
p

+ cos
(
βRc

A

)
cos

(
βRc

E

)
δRc
q + cos

(
θE,L

)
cos

(
θA,L

)
v0t

]2
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+
[
cos

(
βRc

E

)
sin

(
βRc

A

)
δRc
q − cos

(
βT

E

)
sin

(
βT

A

)
δT
p

+ cos
(
θE,L

)
sin

(
θA,L

)
v0t

]2 +
[
sin

(
βT

E

)
δT
p

− sin
(
βRc

E

)
δRc
q + sin

(
θE,L

)
v0t

]2
. (13)

The forward scattering components CIR hNf
qp (t, τ) in (2)

can be determined as

hNf
qp (t, τ)

=
Nc

qp(t)∑
n=1

Mn∑
m=1

[
Fq,V

(
ϕR

E,mn
, ϕR

A,mn

)
Fq,H

(
ϕR

E,mn
, ϕR

A,mn

) ]T

·

[
ejηV V

mn

√
κ−1

mnejηV H
mn√

κ−1
mnejηHV

mn ejηHH
mn

] [
Fp,V

(
ϕT

E,mn
, ϕT

A,mn

)
Fp,H

(
ϕT

E,mn
, ϕT

A,mn

) ]
·
√

Pqp,mn
(t)ej2πfcτqp,mn (t)δ (τ − τqp,mn

(t)) (14)

where ηV V
mn

, ηV H
mn

, ηHV
mn

, and ηHH
mn

are uniformly distributed
random phases over (0,2π], κmn

is the cross polarization
power ratio, Pqp,mn

(t) and τqp,mn
(t) represent the power and

time delay of mth ray in nth path at time instant t, respectively.
The delay τqp,mn

(t) can be determined by

τqp,mn
(t) = dqp,mn

(t)
/
c + τ̃mn (15)

where τ̃mn
means the delay of virtual link between SA

mn
and

SZ
mn

, SA
mn

and SZ
mn

are the mth scatterers in CA
n and CZ

n ,
respectively. The virtual delay can be calculated as τ̃mn

=
d̃mn

/
c + τ ′, where d̃mn

is the distance between SA
mn

and
SZ

mn
, τ ′ is the delay of multi bounces between SA

mn
and SZ

mn
,

and τ ′ is an exponentially distributed non-negative random
variable [40]. The distance dqp,mn

(t) is determined by

dqp,mn
(t) =

∥∥∥d⃗T
p,mn

(t)
∥∥∥ +

∥∥∥d⃗R
q,mn

(t)
∥∥∥ (16)

where d⃗T
p,mn

(t) and d⃗R
q,mn

(t) are given by

d⃗T
p,mn

(t) = d⃗T
mn

− l⃗Tp +
∫ t

0

v⃗An (t) dt (17)

d⃗R
q,mn

(t) = d⃗R
mn

−
[⃗
lRc
q +

∫ t

0

v⃗R (t)− v⃗Zn (t) dt

]
. (18)

The vectors d⃗
T (R)
mn , v⃗An and v⃗Zn can be calculated as

d⃗T (R)
mn

= dT (R)
mn

[
cos

(
ϕ

T (R)
E,mn

)
cos

(
ϕ

T (R)
A,mn

)
,

cos
(
ϕ

T (R)
E,mn

)
sin

(
ϕ

T (R)
A,mn

)
, sin

(
ϕ

T (R)
E,mn

)]
(19)

v⃗An (t) = vAn (t)
[
cos

(
αAn

E (t)
)

cos
(
αAn

A (t)
)

,

cos
(
αAn

E (t)
)
sin

(
αAn

A (t)
)

, sin
(
αAn

E (t)
)]

(20)

v⃗Zn (t) = vZn (t)
[
cos

(
αZn

E (t)
)

cos
(
αZn

A (t)
)

,

cos
(
αZn

E (t)
)
sin

(
αZn

A (t)
)

,sin
(
αZn

E (t)
)]

.

(21)

The power Pqp,mn
(t) can be calculated as [41]

P ′qp,mn
(t) = exp

(
−τqp,mn

(t)
rτ − 1
rτDS

)
10−

Zn
10 (22)

where rτ is the delay distribution proportionality factor, DS is
delay spread, and Zn is the per cluster shadowing term. After
normalization, it can be written as

Pqp,mn
(t) = P ′qp,mn

(t)

/Nc
qp(t)∑
n=1

Mn∑
m=1

P ′qp,mn
(t). (23)

If the delays of multipath components within the cluster cannot
be distinguished, the formula (22) can be simplified as

P ′qp,mn
(t) =

1
Mn

exp
(
−τqp,n (t)

rτ − 1
rτDS

)
10−

Zn
10 . (24)

In the equations, the distance and angle parameters between
the scatterers and Tx or Rx can be determined by the ellipsoid
Gaussian scattering model [38]. In ellipsoid Gaussian scatter-
ing model, (x1, y1, z1) represent the coordinates of clusterer
in global coordinate system, and it can be modeled as

f (x1, y1, z1) =
exp

(
− x2

1
2ε2

DS
− y2

1
2ε2

AS
− z2

1
2ε2

ES

)
(2π)3/2εDSεASεES

(25)

where εDS , εAS , and εES are the delay spread, azimuth angle
spread, and elevation angle spread of the cluster, respectively.
They all follow the standard derivations of the Gaussian
distributions. When the spherical coordinates of the cluster
center in global coordinate system are (d, ϕE , ϕA), taking
the cluster center as the origin, the local coordinates of the
scatterer can be written as (x, y, z), and the relationship with
(x1, y1, z1) is written as x

y
z

 =

 cos (ϕA) − sin (ϕA) 0
sin (ϕA) cos (ϕA) 0

0 0 1


·

 cos (ϕE) 0 − sin (ϕE)
0 1 0

sin (ϕE) 0 cos (ϕE)

  x1 − d
y1

z1

 . (26)

The angle parameters ϕT
A,mn

(ϕR
A,mn

), ϕT
E,mn

(ϕR
E,mn

),

and the distance dT
mn

(dR
mn

) can be calculated by

substituting x = d
T (R)
mn cos

(
ϕ

T (R)
E,mn

)
cos

(
ϕ

T (R)
A,mn

)
,

y = d
T (R)
mn cos

(
ϕ

T (R)
E,mn

)
sin

(
ϕ

T (R)
A,mn

)
, and z =

d
T (R)
mn sin

(
ϕ

T (R)
E,mn

)
into (26).

The backward scattering components CIR hNb
qp (t, τ) in (2)

can be determined as

hNb
qp (t, τ)

=
Ns

qp(t)∑
l=1

Kl∑
k=1

 Fq,V

(
ϕR

E,kl
, ϕR

A,kl

)
Fq,H

(
ϕR

E,kl
, ϕR

A,kl

)


T

·

 ejηV V
kl

√
κ−1

kl
ejηV H

kl√
κ−1

kl
ejηHV

kl ejηHH
kl

  Fp,V

(
ϕT

E,kl
, ϕT

A,kl

)
Fp,H

(
ϕT

E,kl
, ϕT

A,kl

)


·
√

Pqp,kl
(t)ej2πfcτqp,kl

(t)δ (τ − τqp,kl
(t)) (27)

where AAoD and EAoD can be obtained by sensing channel
ϕT

A,kl
= θA,kl

, ϕT
E,kl

= θE,kl
. The calculation of delay
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τqp,kl
(t) is similar to that of forward scattering path and it

can be given by

τqp,kl
(t) = dqp,kl

(t)
/
c + τ̃kl

(28)

where τ̃kl
is the virtual delay, and the dqp,kl

(t) can be
calculated by

dqp,kl
(t) =

∥∥∥d⃗T
p,kl

(t)
∥∥∥ +

∥∥∥d⃗R
q,kl

(t)
∥∥∥ . (29)

It differs from forward scattering in that the information from
the Tx to CA

l can be completely determined by the sensing
system, that is, the first term on the right of (29) is known.
The vector d⃗T

p,kl
(t) can be calculated by

d⃗T
p,kl

(t) = d⃗T
kl
−

[⃗
lTp +

∫ t

0

v⃗Al (t) dt

]
. (30)

The parameters of the paths between ISAC BS and CA
l

of backward scattering components, including the distance,
AAoD, and EAoD of kth ray in CA

l , can be determined by
the sensing channel, i.e., dT

kl
= dl,k, ϕT

A,kl
= θA,kl

, and
ϕT

E,kl
= θE,kl

. Therefore, d⃗T
kl

can be calculated as

d⃗T
kl

= dT
kl

[
cos

(
ϕT

A,kl

)
cos

(
ϕT

E,kl

)
, sin

(
ϕT

A,kl

)
cos

(
ϕT

E,kl

)
,

sin
(
ϕT

E,kl

)]
= dl,k

[
cos

(
θA,kl

)
cos

(
θE,kl

)
, sin

(
θA,kl

)
cos

(
θE,kl

)
,

sin
(
θE,kl

)]
. (31)

The travel speed, azimuth and elevation angles of CA
l are

known as vAl (t) = vl (t), αAl

A (t) = αl
A (t), and αAl

E (t) =
αl

E (t), respectively. Therefore, the vector v⃗Al (t) can be
calculated as

v⃗Al (t)

= vAl (t)
[
cos

(
αAl

A (t)
)

cos
(
αAl

E (t)
)

,

sin
(
αAl

A (t)
)

cos
(
αAl

E (t)
)

, sin
(
αAl

E (t)
)]

= vl (t)
[
cos

(
αl

A (t)
)
cos

(
αl

E (t)
)
,

sin
(
αl

A (t)
)
cos

(
αl

E (t)
)
, sin

(
αl

E (t)
)]

. (32)

The calculation method of d⃗R
q,kl

(t) is the same as that of
forward scattering, i.e.,

d⃗R
q,kl

(t) = d⃗R
kl
−

[⃗
lRc
q +

∫ t

0

v⃗R (t)− v⃗Zl (t) dt

]
. (33)

The power Pqp,kl
(t) can also be obtained by referring

to (22)–(24).
For the GBSM without sensing assistance, the distance and

angle parameters from Tx to the first-bounce cluster and the
last-bounce cluster to Rx should be generated by the random
generation method. The speed and travel angles of the cluster
of the communication channel model should also be generated
randomly. For the novel ISAC channel model proposed in
this paper, the distance and angle parameters from Tx to
Rx and to the first-bounce cluster can be directly provided
by the sensing channel, so there is no need for random
generation. Therefore, the complexity of the communication
channel model is reduced to a certain extent. The parameters

that can be provided by the sensing channel are summarized
in Table III.

The transfer function of the communication channel model
is written as

Hcom
qp (t, f)

= pL (t)

√
K

K + 1
HL

qp (t, f)

+

√
1

K + 1

(
pf

N (t) HNf
qp (t, f) + pb

N (t) HNb
qp (t, f)

)
(34)

where HL
qp (t, f), HNf

qp (t, f), and HNb
qp (t, f) are the transfer

functions of LOS, forward scattering, and backward scattering
components, respectively. These transfer functions are the
Fourier transform of their CIRs, respectively. For the conve-
nience of calculation, the antenna polarization is not included
in the transfer functions, and the transfer functions can be
denoted as

HL
qp (t, f) = exp

[
−j2πτL

qp (t) (f − fc)
]

(35)

HNf
qp (t, f)

=
Nc

qp(t)∑
n=1

Mn∑
m=1

√
Pqp,mn

(t)exp
[
−j2πτqp,mn

(t) (f − fc)
]
(36)

HNb
qp (t, f)

=
Ns

qp(t)∑
l=1

Kl∑
k=1

√
Pqp,kl

(t) exp
[
−j2πτqp,kl

(t) (f − fc)
]
.

(37)

III. STATISTICAL PROPERTIES

In this section, in order to verify that the proposed channel
model can accurately describe the scatterer distributions and
the channel is non-stationary in time domain for the outdoor
scenario with moving clusters and user, some important sta-
tistical properties of the channel model are studied.

A. Local STF Correlation Function

The local space-time-frequency (STF) correlation function
can be represented as

Rqp,q̃p̃ (t, f ; ∆r, ∆t, ∆f)
= E

{
Hcom

qp (t, f) Hcom∗
q̃p̃ (t−∆t, f −∆f)

}
(38)

where E {·} means expectation, (·)∗ is the complex conju-
gation operation, ∆r, ∆t, and ∆f are the antenna elements
interval, time interval, and frequency interval, respectively. The
antenna elements interval can be calculated as ∆r = δT

p̃ − δT
p

for the transmitter or ∆r = δRc
q̃ − δRc

q for the receiver. The
variables taken in the expectation of (38) are ∆r, ∆t, and
∆f . The expectations of ∆r, ∆t, and ∆f correspond to the
temporal CCF, spatial ACF, and frequency correlation function
(FCF), respectively. By substituting the transfer function in
(34) into the right side of (38), a further STF correlation
function can be obtained as the sum of correlation functions of
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TABLE III
SENSING AIDED PARAMETERS FOR COMMUNICATION CHANNEL

LOS, forward scattering, and backward scattering components,
i.e.,

Rqp,q̃p̃ (t, f ; ∆r, ∆t, ∆f)

= pL (t)
K

K + 1
RL

qp,q̃p̃ (t, f ; ∆r, ∆t, ∆f)

+
1

K + 1

pf
N (t)

Nc
qp(t)∑
n=1

RNf
qp,q̃p̃,n (t, f ; ∆r, ∆t, ∆f)

+ pb
N (t)

Ns
qp(t)∑
l=1

RNb
qp,q̃p̃,l (t, f ; ∆r, ∆t, ∆f)

 .

(39)
The STF correlation functions of LOS, forward scattering,
and backward scattering components can be calculated by
the transfer functions of these three components denoted in
(35)–(37), respectively. The STF correlation function of LOS
component is

RL
qp,q̃p̃ (t, f ; ∆r, ∆t, ∆f)

= E
{

HL
qp (t, f) HL

q̃p̃

∗
(t−∆t, f −∆f)

}
=

[
PL

qp (t) PL
q̃p̃ (t−∆t)

] 1
2

× ej
2π(fc−f)

λfc
[Dqp(t)−Dq̃p̃(t−∆t)]−j 2π∆f

λfc
Dq̃p̃(t−∆t). (40)

The STF correlation function of forward scattering component
is
RNf

qp,q̃p̃ (t, f ; ∆r, ∆t)

= E
{

HNf
qp (t, f) HNf

q̃p̃

∗
(t−∆t, f)

}
= E

{
Mn∑

m=1

[
Pqp,mn

(t) Pq̃p̃,mn
(t−∆t)

] 1
2

× ej
2π(fc−f)

λfc
[dqp,mn

(t)−dq̃p̃,mn
(t−∆t)]−j 2π∆f

λfc
dq̃p̃,mn

(t−∆t)

}
.

(41)
Finally, the STF correlation function of backward scattering
component is

RNb
qp,q̃p̃ (t, f ; ∆r, ∆t)

= E
{

HNb
qp (t, f) HNb

q̃p̃

∗
(t−∆t, f)

}
= E

{
Kl∑

k=1

[
Pqp,kl

(t) Pq̃p̃,kl
(t−∆t)

] 1
2

×ej
2π(fc−f)

λfc
[dqp,kl

(t)−dq̃p̃,kl
(t−∆t)]−j 2π∆f

λfc
dq̃p̃,kl

(t−∆t)

}
.

(42)

If ∆t = 0 and ∆f = 0, the STF correlation function can
be simplified to spatial CCF. Set ∆r = 0 and ∆f = 0 to
acquire the temporal ACF. The FCF can be obtained by setting
∆r = 0 and ∆t = 0.

Therefore, the spatial CCF can be computed as

Rqp,q̃p̃ (t, f ; ∆r)

= pL (t) · K

K + 1
RL

qp,q̃p̃ (t, f ; ∆r)

+
1

K + 1
·

pf
N (t) ·

Nc
qp(t)∑
n=1

RNf
qp,q̃p̃,n (t, f ; ∆r)

+ pb
N (t) ·

Ns
qp(t)∑
l=1

RNb
qp,q̃p̃,l (t, f ; ∆r)

 .

(43)

The spatial CCF is closely related to the distribution of
scatterers, and it is an important statistical property to verify
that the ISAC channel model can more accurately reflect the
physical environment of the channel. Temporal ACF is the
statistical property to verify time domain non-stationarity, and
it can be computed as

Rqp (t, f ; ∆t)

= pL (t) · K

K + 1
RL

qp (t, f ; ∆t)

+
1

K + 1
·

pf
N (t) ·

Nc
qp(t)∑
n=1

RNf
qp,n (t, f ; ∆t)

+ pb
N (t) ·

Ns
qp(t)∑
l=1

RNb
qp,l (t, f ; ∆t)

 . (44)

The FCF is an important intermediate property for subsequent
calculation of the coherent bandwidth, and it can be obtained
as

Rqp (t, f ; ∆f)

= pL (t) · K

K + 1
RL

qp (t, f ; ∆f)

+
1

K + 1
·

pf
N (t) ·

Nc
qp(t)∑
n=1

RNf
qp,n (t, f ; ∆f)

+pb
N (t) ·

Ns
qp(t)∑
l=1

RNb
qp,l (t, f ; ∆f)

 .

(45)
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B. Local Temporal-Doppler PSD

The local temporal-Doppler PSD Sqp (t, f ; ω) can reflect
the time domain non-stationary characteristic of the channel,
and it can be derived by performing the Fourier transform on
the temporal ACF Rqp (t, f ; ∆t) as

Sqp (t, f ; ω) =
∫

Rqp (t, f ; ∆t) · e−j2πω∆td (∆t) (46)

where ω is Doppler frequency.

C. Local Doppler Spread

The movements of Rx or the scatterers in the environment
will lead to time selectivity, which can be intuitively
represented by local Doppler spread. The instantaneous
Doppler frequency is obtained by the instantaneous fre-
quency dΦ(t)

2πdt [42], where Φ (t) is the phase change and
d(·)
dt means the differential operation with respect to time

t. The phase changes of the NLOS paths propagating
via the mth scatterer of the forward scattering component
and the kth scatterer of the backward scattering compo-

nent are denoted as Φmn
(t) =

2π[dT
p,mn

(t)+dR
q,mn

(t)]
λ and

Φkl
(t) =

2π[dT
p,kl

(t)+dR
q,kl

(t)]
λ , respectively. The instanta-

neous Doppler frequency is denoted as

ϖqp (t) = pf
N ·ϖqp,mn

(t) + pb
N ·ϖqp,kl

(t)

= pf
N · dΦmn

(t)
dt

+ pb
N · dΦkl

(t)
dt

=
1
λ

pf
N ·

d
[
dT

p,mn
(t) + dR

q,mn
(t)

]
dt

+pb
N ·

d
[
dT

p,kl
(t) + dR

q,kl
(t)

]
dt

 . (47)

Therefore, the local Doppler spread can be determined as

Bqp (t) =
√

E
[
ϖqp(t)

2
]
− E2[ϖqp (t)]. (48)

D. RMS DS

In the communication system, the signals are transmitted
through different paths, resulting in multipath transmission.
The signals reach the Rx at different time instants, further
leading to frequency selectivity. The instantaneous RMS DS
is the normalized second-order central moment describing
the time-varying delay PSD. It can be assumed that the
time-variant delay PSD of the jth (j = 1, 2, . . . , J) path in
forward scattering can be expressed as

PDP f
j (t, τj) =

∣∣hNf
qp (t, τj)

∣∣2. (49)

Similarly, the delay PSD corresponding to the ith (i = 1,
2, . . . , I) path in backward scattering components is

PDP b
i (t, τi) =

∣∣hNb
qp (t, τi)

∣∣2. (50)

For ISAC channel model, the RMS DS of the channel can be
denoted as

τrms = pf
N · τf

rms + pb
N · τ b

rms (51)

where τf
rms and τ b

rms represent RMS DS of forward scattering
and backward scattering components, respectively. They can
be calculated as

τf
rms =

√√√√√√√√
J∑

j=1

∣∣∣hNf
qp (t, τj)

∣∣∣2 · τ2
j

J∑
j=1

∣∣∣hNf
qp (t, τj)

∣∣∣2 (52)

τ b
rms =

√√√√√√√√
I∑

i=1

∣∣hNb
qp (t, τi)

∣∣2 · τ2
i

I∑
i=1

∣∣hNb
qp (t, τi)

∣∣2 . (53)

E. Stationary Distance

In the real scenes, the Tx, Rx, and the scatterers between
them are often moving, so the channel is considered to be
non-stationary. The non-stationarity degree of the channel can
be measured numerically by the stationary time interval Tst =
|tk − tj | [43], which is decided by the similarity of delay PSD
at different times tj and tk. The stationary distance is the
distance that Rx moves within the stationary interval, which
can be calculated as Dst = Tst · vR [44]. The correlation of
delay PSD at time instant tj and tk can be denoted by

c (tj , tk) = pf
N · cf (tj , tk) + pb

N · cb (tj , tk) (54)

where

cf (tj , tk) =

∫ ∣∣hNf
qp (tj , τ)

∣∣ · ∣∣hNf
qp (tk, τ)

∣∣dτ

max
{∫ ∣∣∣hNf

qp (tj , τ)
∣∣∣2dτ,

∫ ∣∣∣hNf
qp (tk, τ)

∣∣∣2dτ

}
(55)

cb (tj , tk) =

∫ ∣∣hNb
qp (tj , τ)

∣∣ · ∣∣hNb
qp (tk, τ)

∣∣dτ

max
{∫ ∣∣hNb

qp (tj , τ)
∣∣2dτ,

∫ ∣∣hNb
qp (tk, τ)

∣∣2dτ
} .

(56)

F. Coherence Bandwidth

Coherence bandwidth is a key statistical characteristic for
measuring frequency selective fading caused by delay diffu-
sion. When FCF is equal to a given threshold cth, which
can be determined according to the specific situation, the
corresponding minimum frequency interval is the coherence
bandwidth [45], i.e.,

fcorr (cth) = min {∆f > 0 : Rqp (t, f ; ∆f) = cth} (57)

where min{·} denotes taking the minimum value.

IV. RESULTS AND ANALYSIS

In this section, the statistical characteristics of the ISAC
channel model proposed in this paper are investigated.
We compare the analytical results, simulation results, and
measurement data of statistical characteristics to verify the
practicability and accuracy of the proposed channel model.
Here, the analytical results are obtained by plotting the
mathematical derivation results of the corresponding statistical
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Fig. 3. The comparison of local spatial CCFs of analytical results and
simulation results for forward scattering, backward scattering, and NLOS
paths with (a) sparsely distributed and (b) densely distributed clusters (fc =
5.9 GHz, D = 100 m, MT = 16, Mc

R = 4, δT = δR
C = λ/2, βT

A = π/4,
βT

E = π/10, βR
A = π/4, βR

E = π/10, vR = 10 m/s, αR
A (t) = αR

E (t) = 0,
vAn (t) = vAl (t) = vZn (t) = vZl (t) = 0 m/s, σR

A = 28.2◦, σR
E = 13.5◦,

(a) σT
A = 47◦, σT

E = 23.54◦, (b) σT
A = 15.23◦, σT

E = 10.1◦).

properties, while the simulation results are obtained by Mat-
lab simulations starting from the CIR in (2) or the Fourier
transform of the CIR in (34).

A. Local Spatial CCF

The simulation results of local spatial CCFs for
forward scattering components, backward scattering
components, and NLOS components, which is consisted
of forward and backward scattering, are given in Fig. 3.
Fig. 3 shows the channel local spatial CCFs when the
first-bounce clusters distribution is sparse and dense, the
difference of these two conditions are represented by
the variances of AAoD σT

A and EAoD σT
E . The variances

of AAoA σR
A and EAoA σR

E are the same in both cases.
The variance of angle can be calculated as σ

T/R
A(E) =√√√√Nc

qp(t)∑
n=1

Mn∑
m=1

(
ϕ

T/R

A(E),mn
−ϕ̄

T/R

A(E)

)2
+

Ns
qp(t)∑
l=1

Kl∑
k=1

(
ϕ

T/R

A(E),kl
−ϕ̄

T/R

A(E)

)2

Nc
qp(t)Mn+Ns

qp(t)Kl
,

where ϕ
T/R

A(E) is the average of AAoD/AAoA (EAoD/EAoA)
for all rays. The individual variance is used to describe the
offset of the angle of rays relative to the average angle for
all rays, and it also indicates the degree of angle dispersion
of the clusters in the environment. It can be found that
when the cluster distribution is dense, the local spatial CCFs
are relatively large, while when the cluster distribution is
sparse, the spatial CCFs are small. The local spatial CCF
simulation results of backward scattering channel are more
vulnerable to the change of clusters position compare to that
of forward scattering channel. It is because that the position
of the first-bounce cluster in backward scattering part is
given by the sensing system, which is different from the
randomly generated clusters position in forward scattering.
The results also demonstrate that the backward scattering
channel is more precise compared with the forward scattering
channel. In addition, the simulation results are fairly aligned
with the analytical results, which proves the validity of the
channel model.

B. Local Temporal ACF

The local temporal ACFs of forward scattering, backward
scattering, and NLOS components are provided in Fig. 4 at
t = 0 s, t = 1 s, and t = 10 s, respectively. All of these
local temporal ACFs are time-variant for the reasons of Rx
and clusters movements. This illustrates the non-stationary in
time domain of the channel model, that is, the parameters
in the channel model are time-varying, and the wide-sense
stationary (WSS) in time domain will no longer be applicable.
The temporal ACFs at t = 0 s and t = 1 s are similar, because
the time interval is small and the channel similarity is high.
Due to the movements of Rx and clusters, the attenuation of
temporal ACFs becomes more and more serious over time.
Besides, the analytical results and simulation results are well
aligned with each other, which proves the availability of the
channel model.

C. Local Temporal-Doppler PSD

The simulated and analytical results of the time-variant
temporal-Doppler PSD of forward scattering, backward scat-
tering, and NLOS components are shown in Fig. 5 at times
t = 0 s, t = 1 s, and t = 10 s, respectively. It can be found
out that the temporal-Doppler PSD varies over time for all
of these three components, that is because the non-stationary
in time domain of the channel model proposed in the paper.
The difference between Doppler PSD curves at times t =
0 s and t = 1 s is small, on account of the time interval
is small and the non-stationary phenomenon is not obvious.
The temporal-Doppler PSD gradually leveled over time, as a
result of Rx and cluster motions. In addition, the simulation
results show good approximation to the analytical results,
which proves that the channel model is practical.

D. Local Doppler Spread

In Fig. 6, the simulated and analytical results for local
Doppler spreads of the ISAC channel model are compared with
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Fig. 4. The analytical and simulated local temporal ACF of ISAC channel
model at t = 0 s, t = 1 s, and t = 10 s for (a) backward scattering components,
(b) forward scattering components, and (c) NLOS components (fc = 5.9 GHz,
D = 150 m, MT = 16, Mc

R = 4, δT = δR
C = λ/2, βT

A = π/4, βT
E = π/10,

βR
A = π/4, βR

E = π/10, vR = 17 m/s, αR
A (t) = αR

E (t) = 0, vAn (t) =

vAl (t) = vZn (t) = vZl (t) = 0 m/s, σT
A = 30.6◦, σT

E = 6.4◦, σR
A = 52◦,

σR
E = 10.2◦).

corresponding measurement data in [46]. The measurement
data was able to be obtained from the channel measurements
which were carried out at 5.9 GHz in suburban scenario. The
x-axis in Fig. 6 represents the speed of the Rx relative to that
of the ISAC BS. We find that when vR = 0, the local Doppler

Fig. 5. The analytical and simulated local temporal-Doppler PSD of ISAC
channel model at t = 0 s, t = 1 s, and t = 10 s for (a) backward scattering
components, (b) forward scattering components, and (c) NLOS components
(fc = 5.9 GHz, D = 150 m, MT = 16, Mc

R = 4, δT = δR
C = λ/2, βT

A = π/4,
βT

E = π/10, βR
A = π/4, βR

E = π/10, vR = 10 m/s, αR
A (t) = π/3,

αR
E (t) = 0, vAn (t) = vAl (t) = vZn (t) = vZl (t) = 0 m/s, σT

A = 47◦,
σT

E = 23.5◦, σR
A = 38.8◦, σR

E = 38.2◦).

spread is not equal to zero, which is caused by the motion
of clusters in the environment. Furthermore, the local Doppler
spread simulation results of the proposed ISAC channel model
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Fig. 6. The comparison of local Doppler spreads of the proposed ISAC
channel model and measurement data in [46] (fc = 5.9 GHz, D = 150 m,
MT = 4, Mc

R = 16, δT = δR
C = λ/2, βT

A = π/2, βT
E = 0, βR

A = π/2,
βR

E = 0, αR
A (t) = π/2, αR

E (t) = 0, vAn (t) = vAl (t) = vZn (t) = vZl (t) =
1 m/s, αAn

A (t) = α
Al
A (t) = π/2, αAn

E (t) = α
Al
E (t) = 0, αZn

A (t) = α
Zl
A (t) =

π/2, αZn
E (t) = α

Zl
E (t) = 0, σT

A = 27◦, σT
E = 13.5◦, σR

A = 8.8◦, σR
E = 8.2◦).

and the measurement data are align well with each other,
except for this, the simulation results can also agree very well
with the analytical results.

E. RMS DS

In Fig. 7, the RMS DS simulation results of the proposed
ISAC channel model are compared with the measurement data
in [47]. The measurements were implemented in urban and
suburban V2V scenarios at 5.9 GHz. The Tx and Rx are
respectively placed on the roofs of the two vehicles, with a
distance of 10 to 30 m. These two vehicles move in the same
direction, and the velocities of both vehicles are maintained at
about 40 km/h in urban scenario and 60 km/h in suburban sce-
nario, respectively. Although there are other vehicles passing
through, there is always the LOS path between Tx and Rx.
It is revealed in Fig. 7 that the RMS DS simulation results
of ISAC channel model can fit the measurement results well,
whether in urban or suburban scenarios, and this demonstrates
the validity and accuracy of the proposed ISAC channel model.

F. Stationary Distance

The stationary distance comparison between the simulation
results of ISAC channel model and corresponding measure-
ment data in [48] is shown in Fig. 8. In [48], the measurement
campaigns were carried out in a typical urban V2V scenario
at 5.9 GHz. The Tx and Rx are respectively located on the
roofs of the two vehicles, Rx is located 100 meters behind
Tx, and the speeds of both vehicles are maintained at about
40 km/h. To calculate the stationary distance, a threshold need
to be selected at first. Considering the simulated results should
compare with the measurement data in [48], so we chose the
same threshold 0.8 for both LOS and NLOS scenarios as [48].
In Fig. 8, it can be clearly found that the stationary distance of
the NLOS scenario is smaller than that of LOS, because the

Fig. 7. The comparison of RMS DSs of the proposed ISAC channel model
and measurement data in [47] (a) urban scenarios and (b) suburban scenarios
(fc = 5.9 GHz, D = 30 m, MT = 1, Mc

R = 16, δT = δR
C = λ/2, βT

A = π/6,
βT

E = 0, βR
A = π/6, βR

E = 0, vAn (t) = vAl (t) = vZn (t) = vZl (t) =
0 m/s, αR

A (t) = αR
E (t) = 0, (a) vR = 17 m/s, σT

A = 39◦, σT
E = 5◦, σR

A =
38.57◦, σR

E = 5.99◦, (b) vR = 11 m/s, σT
A = 29◦, σT

E = 15◦, σR
A = 25.38◦,

σR
E = 13.71◦).

LOS path is relatively stable and the power of the LOS path
is large, a similar conclusion is also drawn in [49]. Moreover,
the simulation results in Fig. 8 and the measurement data align
well with each other, which proves the practicability of the
proposed channel model.

G. Coherence Bandwidth

The 90% and 50% coherence bandwidths can be obtained
when the values of cth in (57) are 0.9 and 0.5, respectively.
The cumulative distribution functions (CDFs) of 90% and 50%
coherence bandwidth simulation results of the proposed ISAC
channel model and measurement data in [50] are compared
in Fig. 9. The measurements in [50] were conducted at
5.9 GHz in a suburban scenario with two lanes, the width
of the lanes is about 8 to 10 m. There are some trees and
buildings on both sides of the street with distances of 10 to
12 m. Tx and Rx did not pass through each other during the
measurement. Fig. 9 shows that the CDFs of 90% and 50%
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Fig. 8. The comparison of stationary distances of the proposed ISAC channel
model and measurement data in [48] (fc = 5.9 GHz, D = 150 m, MT = 1,
Mc

R = 16, δT = δR
C = λ/2, βT

A = π/2, βT
E = 0, βR

A = π/2, βR
E = 0, vR =

17 m/s, αR
A (t) = αR

E (t) = 0, vAn (t) = vAl (t) = vZn (t) = vZl (t) = 1 m/s,
αAn

A (t) = α
Al
A (t) = π/2, αAn

E (t) = α
Al
E (t) = 0, αZn

A (t) = α
Zl
A (t) = π/2,

αZn
E (t) = α

Zl
E (t) = 0, σT

A = 27.45◦, σT
E = 11.5◦, σR

A = 15.3◦, σR
E = 7.2◦ in

LOS, σT
A = 37.5◦, σT

E = 13.5◦, σR
A = 35.1◦, σR

E = 8.45◦ in NLOS).

Fig. 9. The comparison of CDFs of 90% and 50% coherence bandwidth
of the proposed ISAC channel model and measurement data in [50] (fc =
5.9 GHz, D = 50 m, MT = 8, Mc

R = 8, δT = δR
C = λ/2, βT

A = π/3,
βT

E = π/6, βR
A = π/3, βR

E = π/6, vR = 20 m/s, αR
A (t) = αR

E (t) = 0,
vAn (t) = vAl (t) = vZn (t) = vZl (t) = 0 m/s, σT

A = 44◦, σT
E = 20.5◦,

σR
A = 35.8◦, σR

E = 35.2◦).

coherence bandwidth simulation results of the ISAC channel
model accord well with the measurement results, illustrating
the validity of the proposed channel model. According to the
measurement results in [50], it can be calculated that the
mean values of 90% and 50% coherence bandwidth are about
1.34 MHz and 4.1 MHz, respectively. The mean values of
coherence bandwidth obtained from the simulation results are
about 1.31 MHz and 3.9 MHz, which proves the accuracy of
the proposed channel model.

V. CONCLUSION

In this paper, a novel 6G ISAC channel model combin-
ing forward and backward scattering has been proposed.
The characteristics of sensing channel such as the forward

scattering and backward scattering have been introduced into
the communication channel. Three components, including
LOS, forward scattering, and backward scattering, have been
summed in a probability weighted way to form a novel
communication channel model. Considering the correlations
between communication and sensing channels, the information
obtained from the sensing channel has been used for more
accurate communication channel modeling, reflecting sensing
assisted communications. Based on the proposed channel
model, statistical characteristics have been derived and sim-
ulated, including spatial CCF, temporal ACF, local temporal-
Doppler PSD, RMS DS, local Doppler spread, stationary
distance, and coherence bandwidth. The analytical results,
simulated results, and measurement data match well with each
other, demonstrating the validity of the proposed ISAC channel
model. As the first ISAC channel model considering both
sensing and communications, it is valuable for the design of
beamforming and beam tracking algorithms of ISAC systems.
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